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This is very hard foe cne lo Il
forces me to squajrely confront my past
acdans and to acccpt rcspoasOsiliiy for
ih«daniage [ have had a pan Incaoang.

I oncsrely apologiis for my invoWc-
meatin andtnyfounding of ihe AIDS ac»
dvist organizadoR ACT UP/D.C. I bavc
hiiDcd to ctaie a truly fascis; organ173-
tion that I now believe to be afROtig the
grsiiesi thitau u our frwiicai and the
beal'itigof our people.

Far miny people, ACT UP seems to
be an haUucinadon of anger and power
unleashed, the incamadon of insiigadon
and radical polidcal change. Forme, this
•uzs precisely the idex "^e decision to
erects ACT UP/D.C. was conceived
when I and another early member at
tended an OUT! tally. I had taitsn
copious amounts of LSD. We were itn*
pressed with the energy, and wiiJi the
self-righteous angec of thec.-owd.

SVe conspired to bring into exLs:e.ics
an activist group that would wort ex
clusively on AIDS issues and thatwould
go further and press harder for radical
changes in AIDS treaonsnts than any
otherexisting organisation. We needed a.
group that was fcirless beausc il had
nothing to lose, that would be Icosely
structured without liiearchical leaders,
that could effecavely exploit the media'-
for its own ends, and that would work
covertly and bftak the law with irnpunity.

We needed an organiiation that was
loud and braien. one that got listened to
because people were actually aiaid of
what we might do nest if we were ig-
acrri. Wc rfft<ired an ACT U? here lilce
what was happening in New Yocic and
San Francisco. Under the influence of
powertui, illicit drugs, it really seemed
lijce a good idea. .

And it worked for awhile. About 30
people responded to an ofiginai call to
arms via an idvcrtisemeni placed in the
C/.7 Paper. Another me.'nber and_ I
traveled to Kew Yofi: to receive txaLiing
and a thousandbucfcs from ACT UP/N.Y.
I remember standing in front of about 6C0
people crammed into the basement of the
New York Gay Community Center,
microphone in hand, vowing that they
would not stand alone in their fight
against AIDS, that we would rally the
coops in our nation's capital to- suppoci
this needed endeavor. The salad days of
ACT U? were an empowe.-ing time and
place to tc. We truly had the sense that
united and visible, we could have a voice
in ending this epidemic

But our reception in this town was
cold, apart &om the few predictable, dis
gruntled acdvisi cypci The ave.-age Gay
man or woman couid not tmmediaicly re
late to our subversive tactics, drawn lar-

* gely from the voluminous MiSA Kampf.
which some of us studied as a woi!dng
model. AsACT UP/D.C. grew, westruck
intently and surgically into whatever in
stitution wc believed to stand in our way.
including this newrpapcr for what wc feit
was inadequaie coverage. .\iul we jus
tified our methods with the consolation
that they were unlbnututcly nccsssiry i.i

> order to precipitate a higher good for our
people: "Let uj do evil that good may
come." .

But now. nearly two years later. I
rccognize the error in this line of think

ing. I look at our community and see it
split iflto warring facaons thatare grow
ing increasingly possessive of theircler
gy and violent in their aggression. I see
more and more extremely toxic chemi
cals. legal and iilegal, beLig ingested by
ourpeople without sufficient testing —in
order to satisfy the demands of ACT UP.
I sea the acuvist groups' refusal to allow
a forum of free thought and dissent, and.
individuals siioh as Hew H^pudlic editor
Andrew Soilivan, WHtman-Walker
Clinic Adnunistrator Jim Graham, and
others axul assassinated in per
son and in print simply because they
acted as autonomous thijike.-5 and have
attempted; contcdy orotherwise, tohelp
and leadour people. I am wimessing the
bodies of my friends grow" sicker and
sicker, and their despendon grow. And
that desperadon has brought, with it a
most severe fascism.

I've '.earned that the means to this end
are every bit is sacred and important as
the e,nd itself, that the means by which
we come togethc to heal ourselves are as
vital to our healing as our envisioned end
result. I have left ACT U?. more conect-'
ly, they have thrawn me outfor insisdng
on the viability of individual dissent If
wecannot agrso todisagree, the-re is cruly
no elecdve community to speakof.

I reiterate my apology 10 all of you
who tead this. My intentions were
glotious and well maae. Neither myself
nor anyoneelse In ACTU? ever meantto
hurt ourpeople's very prasss ofself-dis
cover/ and communication, chough I
think this is the lamentable staua qi:o.

• ACT U? has ac.^evcd some great ttogs,
urged :cme!'changes both
politically and in the s«y *e accomplish
our medical research, and I believe we
can achieve more. But I Implore ihe

- remaining members of ACT UP/D.C. to"
desist in the e^ecudon of this enforceable
fascism you so heardly believe to be in
our best interests. I am as guilty as you.
more so. but now I realize that unless we
can be at least civilized beasts, there is no
hope in-seeking ourhealing.

A friend of mine once aslced me what
[ and ACT UP would do when the AIDS
crisis wtis over. I told him that our strug
gle was specific and tangible, and that we
didn't seek thereigns of power for wyth-
ing other' than self-preservation. "You
know, Eric," he said, "there's nothing
aoK coflservaiiye than a radical group
come to power."

It's time for us to come down from
this haiy-minded "bad trip' and pfestf/e
our community by reqwrdng our diver
sity of individtai pe.'spectivcs.

Despite our many mistakes, ACT U?
was not founded to be an agency for the
enforcement of poUdcaily correct thought
and behavior, but to start and precipitate
the discussion, to challenge insights,and
to transmit the message crisis. If we
allow our organiiadons to take on this
absolutist bent, if we condnue to attack
each other with vitriol Instead of reason,
then we svill- truly be acang up in a
"Queer Nation' not worth living in.'Or,
perhaps more tragic, not worth fighting
for.

Thi author, a fcrr.er member of ACT
UP.'D.C.. resides in Adelphi..Md.. arJ U
an herbalist working as a manager at a
retail herb store in CoUejeFork,Md.


