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Time to give up fascist tactics

by Eric M. Pollard

This is very hard for me (o write. It

forcas me to squarcly confront my past
actions and to aceept responsibility for
the damage [ have had a pant in cusing.

I sincerely apologize for my involve-
meat in and my founding of the AIDS ac-

tivist organizaden ACT UP/D.C. [ bave

heiped o cae 3 quly fascist arganiza-
tion that [ now belicve to be among the
greatest threats to our freedem and the
bealing of our people. :

For many people, ACT UP sc=ms o
be an hallucinadon of anger and pawes
pnlaashed, the incamaden of instigadon
and radical polidel change. For'me, this
was preciszly the idea. The decision’ 0
== ACT UPMD.C. was conczived
when [ and another early membes at-
tzaded an OUT! rlly. [ had wkea
ccpious amounts of LSD. We wem im-
pressed with the energy, and with the
s=if-righteous anges of the crowd.

Ve conspired to bring inwo existencs
an actvist group that weuld werk ex-
clusively on AIDS issues and that would
g0 further and press hacder [or radical
changes in ADS ge=muaats than any

_ather existing organizadon. We nezded a.

group that was [earless because it had
ncthing lo lose, that would be loosely
scucwred without hiesarchical leadess,

thae could effectively exploit the media

for its own eads, and that would weork
cavently and break the law with impunity.

We nesded an organizaden that was
loud and braz=n, one that got listeaed to
because people wers aciually afraid of
what we might do next if we were ig-.
acmd. We desirad an ACT UP hers liks
what was happening in New York and
San Francisco. Under the influence of
paweriul, illicit drugs, i¢ really sesmed
k2 ageod idex  °

And it warked for awhile. About 30
pecpie respanded to 2n original call ©
arms via an adverdsement placed in the
Ciry Puper. Another member and 1
traveled o New York 1o recsive taining
and a thousand bucks from ACT UPN.Y.
I remember standing in front of 2bout 6C0
peaple crammed into the basement of the
New York Gay Communicy Center,
miczophane in hand, vowing that they
would not stand alone in their fight
against AIDS, that we would rily the
woaps in aur nation's capial to- support
this needed endeavar. The salad days of
ACT UP were an empawering time and
placs w0 be. We muly had the sease that
united and visible, we could have 2 voics
in ending this epidemic. ’ :

But our recspton in tis town was
cold, apart from the few predictable, dis-

. grunded acdvist types. The avemage Cay

man or woman could not immediately r=-
lat= to our subversive tactics, drawn lar-

gely from the voluminous Mein Kemgf, .

which some of us smudied as 2 working
model. As ACT UP/D.C. grew, We sauck
inteatly and surgically into whatever in-
stituion we Selieved ta stand in our way,
including this newspaper for what we [elt
was inadequate caverage. And we jus-
tified our methods with the ccnsalaton
that they were unforunately necessacy in
arder to precipitate a highes geod (ar our
peaple: "Let us do evil that good may
come.” .

But now, nearly wwo years later, |
reeagnize the ¢rror in this line of think-

ing. I look at our community and sec it
split into warring facdons that ars grow-
ing increasingly possessive of their cles-
gy and violent in their aggressien. I sez

- more and more extremely loxic chemi-

eals, legal and illegal, being ingestzd by
our pecple without sufficiznt testing —in
ardex 10 satsfy the demands of ACT UP.

1 se= the activist groups’ refusal 1o allow .
a forum of == thought and dissent, and.

individuals such as New Republic editor
Andrew  Suilivan, Whitman-Walkes
Clinic Adminismater Jim Graham, and
others awacksd and assassinaezd in pes-
sea and in print simply becluse they
acted 2s autoncmous thinkess and have
auempted; carrecdy or otherwise, 1 help

and lead our peaple. [ am wimessing the -

bodiss of my friends grow’ sicker and
sicker, and their desperadon grow. And
that desperadon has brought with it 2
most severs fascism. ’ ’

I've learned that the means (o this end
ars every bit as sacred and important 2s
the end iself, that the means by which
we come together 0 heal gursslves are as
vital to our healing as our eavisioned end

result. [ have leit ACT UP, mars comect-

ly, they have thrawn me cut foc insisting
on the viability of individual dissent Lf
we cannct agres (o disagres, thers is ouly
nq elective communicy o speak of.

1 reiterats my apology lo al of you
whe tead this. My inwations wess
glotious and weil mage. Neither mysslf
nor anyane else in ACT UP ever meant o
hurt our people’s very procass of self-dis-
covery and communicaten, though I
think this is the lumenuble sizws quo.

- ACT UP has achieved some great things,

urzad zome consderzhle changes Soth
polideally and in the way we aczamplish
gur medical research, and I believe we
can ackieve more. But [ implare the

- remaining memberss of ACT UPD.C. w0

desist in the execudon of this enforczable
fascism you so heardly believe 1o be in
our Best interests. [ am as guilty as you,
more so, but now [ realize that unless we
can be at least civilized beasts, thers is no
hope in sesking our healing.

A friend of mine ancs asked me what
[ and ACT UP would do whea the AIDS
crisis was aver. [ told him that cur suug-
gle was specific and angible, and that we
didn't sesk the reigns of power {or anyth-
ing other’ than sell-preservadon, “You
know, Edc,” he said, “thew's nothing
moce coaszrvalive than 2 radical group
came to powes.” Ty

It's ime for us o come dawn fram
this hazy-minded “Lad oip™ and preserve
our community by respecting our dives-
sity of individual perspectives. .

Despite our many mistakes, ACT UP
was not founded o be an agency [oc the
enforcement of palideally correct thought
and behaviar, but (o start and precipitatz
the discussion, to challenge insights, and
o transmit the message crisis. If we
alow our orgznizadons W ks on this
absolutist bent, if we continus to auack
exch other with viriol instzad of reasen,
then we will: truly be acdng up in a

- "Quesr Nadon™ nat werth living in. Oc,

pechaps mare tragic, not wonh fightng
fer.

The author, @ former member of ACT
UPID.C.. resides in Adelpni, Md., ead (s
an herbulist working a5 2@ mancger gt a
retail herb store in Coliege Park, Md.

Y

TRY




